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extending an offer of  financial 
assistance to the DCCS and re-
gions that wish to develop a local 
trek experience.  

     The development of a local 
trek experience is a logical fruit of 
the mission of the St. George 
Trek.  In the past, some diocesan 
committees have offered a trek 
experience as a result of what 
their youth experienced at 
Philmont.  Specifically, the dio-
ceses of Charleston and Savanah 
have implemented their 
own Bishop England Trek.  Father 
Jason Adams, chaplain of Region 
14, led this program and can assist 
you with your own process. 

       

 

 

 

 

 

     We are encouraging the devel-
opment of a local experience, not 
as an equivalent substitute to the 
St. George Trek, but as an oppor-
tunity to engage those who had a 
desire to go to Philmont as well as 
provide an encounter for those 
who might never have the oppor-
tunity to do so.     

     We also hope that such an ex-
perience will provide DCCS with 
an occasion to promote the St. 
George Trek, as well as discern 
who among their young people 
would benefit from participation 
in the trek in 2022.The following  
components of the St.  George 
Trek program is provided to assist 
you should you wish to develop 
your own program. 

Physical Challenge – The hiking 
component of the trek tests the 
young person’s physical, mental, 
and emotional strength. The sense 
of accomplishment over challeng-
es is essential to the maturing of a 
young person. While nothing can 
compare to the challenges of the 
Sangre de Christo mountains, a 
hike, canoe trip or some other 
physical effort should be the con-
text of the experience. 

(continued on page 8) 

 

By 

Father Gerard Gentleman 

      The St. George Trek has a 
more than  25-year history of 
providing Catholic Scouts with an 
opportunity to deepen their faith, 
mature as disciples and engage in 
the process of the discernment of 
his or her vocation.  The “retreat 
house” for this unique encounter 
has been the Philmont Scout 
Ranch, known as “God’s Country.” 

     The unforeseen cataclysmic 
events of the Ute Park wildfire of 
2018, which burned over 37,000 
acres of the ranch, and the Covid-
19 pandemic caused the cancela-
tion of treks scheduled for 2019 
and 2020.  Once again, because of 
the ongoing pandemic, the unique 
requirements of our trek could not 
be accommodated for this year’s 
rescheduled trek.  With hope and 
prayers, we trust that we will be 
able to offer the St. George Trek 
once again in the Summer of 2022. 

     The National Catholic Commit-
tee, with the cooperation of Dioce-
san Catholic Committees, have 
made the St. George Trek possi-
ble.  Through ongoing cooperation, 
the NCCS is encouraging DCCS 
and Regional Chairs and Chaplains 
to develop and offer a local trek 
experience on a diocesan level or, 
where possible, regionally.    To 
assist with this effort, NCCS is   

With hope and prayers, St. George Trek rescheduled for Summer 2022 
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FROM THE CHAIR  
Jim Weiskircher 

The coronavirus continues to challenge us.  The 
St. George Trek has been postponed until the 
summer of 2022.  Due to social distancing the 
core parts of the experience for our youth would 
had been eliminated.  New Mexico is very strict 
with their COVID-19 policies and it would have 

been impossible for us to meet without losing the core principles of the 
program.  We are encouraging dioceses to ban together and to hold their 
own programs this summer. 
     Earlier I announced that the annual meeting in April would be a virtual 
event.  An agenda will be out shortly.  The Board meeting will be moved 
up to Saturday, April 17 from the Sunday, April 18. 
     The potential of Scouting as a means of youth formation in the faith 
requires conscious attention.  As the chartered organization representa-
tive , the local parish or school owns the Scout unit.  This has often not 
been clear to pastors, youth ministry leaders, and Scout leaders.     The 
role of the Chartered Organization Representative is critical within a unit.  
That person (either a staff person or volunteer) is supposed to assure that 
the Scout program is a true youth ministry.  He or she encourages prayers 
at the beginning and ending of meetings, the earning of the religious em-
blems, and supports the activities of the local diocesan Catholic Commit-
tee on Scouting. The COR is responsible for approving every Scout leader, 
as well as making sure that they meet both BSA Youth Protection and Di-
ocesan Youth Protection standards.  
      There is a four part, one-hour training program available for Catholic 
Charter Organization Representatives that helps to explain how Scouting 
can be used as a youth ministry of the Catholic Church: Chartering to a 
Catholic Institution, Reaching Youth through Scouting, Your Role as a 
Catholic COR, and Catholic Scouting under BSA Standards.  It is of-
fered on-line through the Scouting.org training web site.  Every Catholic 
charter organization representative must take the training course that only 
needs to be taken once.  Charter organization representatives will have un-
til May 1st to complete the courses.  After that date, Catholic units will not 
be able to re-charter until this COR training is competed.  
     The National Catholic Committee on Scouting “Guide to Catholic 
Scouting” can help the chartered partner and Chartered Organization Rep-
resentative understand the structure of Catholic Scouting.  It is available 
on-line at https://www.nccs-bsa.org/index.php/guide-to-catholic-
scouting.                

                         Yours in Catholic Scouting as a youth ministry, 

                                    Jim  

      As of  July 1, 2021 NCCS membership dues will be increasing. 
 Annual memberships will change from $35 to $40 a year, Lifetime mem-
berships will go from $350 to $400.  
     This increase is needed to cover membership administrative costs for 
business systems, communication tools, and data integrity. Please help 
NCCS fulfill its mission  by becoming a member or renewing your mem-
bership each year. You may update your membership at https://
interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E349400&id=27 

By 
Mark Kramer      

     The third time's a charm!  This 
time we've revamped the Scouting 
in the Local Church course to allow 
us to go virtual.  Participants will 
receive the same content as they 
would in our in-person training, but 
we are modifying the schedule to 
keep the online participation man-
ageable.   The course will span two 
weekends from June 5 to June 13, 
2021 with evening sessions during 
the middle of the week.  Courses 
would start at 11 a.m. Pacific Time 
or 2 p.m. Eastern Time on Saturday 
and Sunday and last about 3 hours 
each day for both weekends.  Dur-
ing the week the course would start 
at 6 p.m. Pacific Time or 9 p.m. 
Eastern time and would last about 2 
hours. 
     Registration for the course will 
be available soon.  There will be a 
small fee for the course.  Partici-
pants will have access to online 
course materials and a beautiful po-
lo shirt upon completion.  All course 
sessions will be conducted via 
Zoom and will require the partici-
pants to have access to a computer 
or device that has a camera and a 
microphone. 
      If you have any further ques-
tions on the course format, please 
contact Mr. Mark Kramer 
at dccoscf.kramer@gmail.com.  A 
link to the course registration will be 
posted on our NCCS website soon. 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND? 
 Scout chaplains, priests, deacons, 
        religious 
 Youth Ministers (parish/diocese) 

 Diocesan Catholic Committee 
       Members 
 Catholic Scouters 
 Chartered Organization  Represent-

atives 

Scouting in the Local Church 
Course to be offered virtually 

mailto:dccoscf.kramer@gmail.com
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       The Chaplain’s 

             Corner  

    Father Joe Powers 

             National Chaplain 

 

     This issue of The Bridge finds us amid the Lenten season. I think most 
of us would agree that Lent began last March when Covid-19 burst upon 
the scene. A whole new set of restrictions immediately followed on its 
heels: face masks, sanitizers, lack of supplies and no gatherings. I have 
found the inability to gather as the most trying restriction – both as a pas-
tor and Scout. I look forward to having fuller attendance at church on Sun-
days and seeing our groups able to gather. The ability to have virtual meet-
ings has let Scout units conduct meetings and activities. Safe outdoor ac-
tivities are ongoing as well. In these trying times, we need to remember 
what St. Paul wrote in First Corinthians 10:13, “God will not let you be 
tested beyond your strength.” I also want to encourage everyone to receive 
one of the vaccines. Pope Francis and the U.S. Conference of Bishops 
have said that it is permissible and for the good of all. 
       Kudos to our National Chair, Jim Weiskircher, for his idea of the Na-
tional Disaster Relief patch. The stories being submitted are fantastic ex-
amples of Catholic Scouting in action. Congratulations to all who have 
earned the patch! 

 

 

The Bridge is an authorized publication of the National Catholic Committee on 
Scouting (NCCS).  It is published quarterly to provide news and information to 
members of the NCCS, diocesan Catholic committees, youth ministry personnel 
and Boy Scout councils. 
 
NCCS  National Chair       Jim Weiskircher 
NCCS National Chaplain   Father Joe Powers 
Chair, Marketing and Public Relations Jason Wolz 
Advisor, Marketing and Public Relations         Father  Roger Lopez 
Editor      Mike Gannon 
NCCS Webmaster    Roselito de los Reyes  
To submit items for future editions of The Bridge please contact Mike Gannon at 
scouttrain@aol.com.  Photos are acceptable and should be in a jpeg format.  
Please ensure all people in photos are identified and the subject matter is fully 
described.  

     This past year, we have seen 
fires in the west, flooding in the 
south, hurricanes, tornados and the 
need for food distribution because 
of the pandemic.  Catholic Scouts 
have stepped forward to help those 
in need.  We would like to recog-
nize those units that have respond-
ed to these disasters by giving them 
this special patch.  This patch can 
not be purchased but rather given to 
those Scouts and Scouters that have 
earned it. 
     To receive the 3.5” patch with 
button loop, the Catholic unit must 
write up an article on who they are 
(I.e. unit, parish, city and state) and 
who they helped during the crisis.  
The article should include the who, 
what, where, and when, along with 
pictures and  should be at least 100 
words in length. Approvals should 
be obtained for any Scouts in the 
pictures. The patch is for Scouts 
and units that have gone beyond 
normal Scouting for food activities.  
We would like other Scouts, priests 
and bishops to hear your story. 

      Please email the article with 
pictures to the Elizabeth Olivas, 
NCCS Administrator at eliza-
beth.olivas@scouting.org.  We 
will need the count of Scouts and 
leaders that participated in the 
project, not how many are regis-
tered with the unit.  You must 
include the name and address of 
the leader who should receive the  
patches . 
     See the adjacent story on one 
Pack and Troop’s response.  

New Disaster Relief patch established  

Iowa  units provide support 
to assist  needy families  
 
     St. Columbkille Pack and 
Troop 13  in Dubuque, Iowa host-
ed or supported service projects 
that directly helped those in 
need.  In August, they  provided 
25 percent  of the overall Scout-
ing support in  collecting 9,457 
pounds of food and $8,589 dol-
lars in monetary donations, which 
were greatly needed by those in 
the community who were directly 
impacted by job loss and income 
reduction due to the pandemic 
and ongoing hardships.  
     In September, they supported 
the teachers of the parish elemen-
tary school with care packages, 
chalking the walk with words of 
gratitude and by building a bless-
ing box/little library for those 
who could use food, books and 
other items of inspiration and 
support.  And at the end of the 
month, they also supported the 
local St. Vincent de Paul Confer-
ence by raising funds through the 
annual Friends of the Poor Walk 
to provide support to all in need 
in the Dubuque community.  The 
members of our Pack lead the 
walk with the banner and the 
event raised more than  $40,000.  

mailto:elizabeth.olivas@scouting.org
mailto:elizabeth.olivas@scouting.org
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By Julie Doerr 
     This year the NCCS again awarded seven scholarships totaling 
$20,000. Earlier this year, The Bridge highlighted two of the seven 2020 
Emmett J. Doerr Memorial Scout Scholarship recipients, Benjamin 
Rawald from Del Rio, Texas and Thomas “Trey” Sprecher from Mariet-
ta, Ga. We would like to introduce the other exceptional winners who 
have demonstrated outstanding leadership and service in four areas: 
Church, Community, School and Scouting. Congratulations to the follow-
ing: 
 

      Ambrose Terneus, of Bellevue, Neb., member of St. Peter Catholic 
Church in the Archdiocese of Omaha was awarded the $3,000 scholar-
ship. When asked why volunteering is important to him, Ambrose re-
sponded, “Sacrificing myself for the good of others is the foundation of 
charity. The charity is one not simply for brethren, but more importantly 
for Christ since all that we do for our neighbor we do unto Him.”  
      Ambrose attended the Saint George Trek, NCCS’s high adventure 
Catholic leadership program for Scouts at Philmont Scout Ranch. The 
program brings Catholic high school youth from around the country to-
gether with selected priests, religious and seminarians for eleven days of 
backpacking in the context of a vocation retreat. Ambrose also served as 
Junior Assistant Scout Master and earned the OA Arrowman Service 
Award. He spoke at the first Governor’s Luncheon to raise funds for the 
Council and was a spokesperson for Scouting for Food, along with the 
Mayor of Omaha. During his senior year, he participated with a Catholic 
Guides et Scouts d’Europe troop in Belgium. For his Eagle Scout project, 
Ambrose led a pond conservation project for Gifford Farm Education 
Center in Bellevue, Nebraska. Ambrose attends Thomas Aquinas College 
in Santa Paula, Calif.  
      For more go to https://www.nccs-bsa.org/images/
pdf/2020/2020_Ambrose_Terneus.pdf 

 

NCCS awards $20,000 in scholarships to seven exceptional recipients  

      Alexander LaRuffa, of East Falmouth, Mass., has been awarded a 
$2,000 scholarship. He is a member of St. Anthony’s Catholic Church in 
the Diocese of Fall River. Alex is the first BSA Sea Scout to receive the 
Emmett J. Doerr Memorial Scout Scholarship. When asked why volun-
teering is important to him, he responded, “Service is a large part of my 
life. Some of my earliest memories are helping with food drives for the 
local food pantry and placing flags on Veteran’s graves in the Church 
cemetery. As a Scout and a Catholic, I find volunteer opportunities every-
where.”  
     Alex has served numerous leadership positions in his troop, including 
Junior Assistant Scout Master and is Lodge Chief for Order of the Arrow. 
He is a BSA Lifeguard and served on the National Youth Training Staff. 
Alex has not only completed his Eagle Scout Award but also earned the 
Quartermaster Award, the highest honor in Sea Scouts. His Eagle Project 
benefitted Waquoit Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve 
(WBNERR). Three years later, Alex returned to WBNERR to complete 
his Sea Scout Quartermaster project.  Alex is attending the United States 
Naval Academy. Scholarship funds assisted in paying for his books and 
uniforms. Read more at https://www.nccs-bsa.org/images/
pdf/2020/2020_Alexander_La_Ruffa.pdf 

Ambrose Terneus  

Alexander LaRuffa  

file:///C:/Users/Owner/Downloads/Read%20more%20at
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      Matthew Ruiz, of East Stroudsburg, Penn. has been awarded a 
$2,000 scholarship. He is a member of St. John’s Catholic Church in the 
Diocese of Scranton. At the age of 6, Matthew began playing piano and 
after years of hard work, he finally achieved his dream in 2017, when he 
was selected to play at Carnegie Hall. He performed again in 2019. This 
experience taught him to lead by example and reach for his goals. When 
asked why volunteering is important to him, Matthew responded, 
“Making a positive impact on society and giving back is part of who I 
am…Giving back makes me feel empowered by the change I can make in 
someone’s life, even if that giving requires a small sacrifice.” He is a re-
cipient of the Bishop’s Youth Award and received both the Ad Altare Dei 
and Pope Pius XII awards. 
     Matthew has held numerous leadership positions in his troop and is a 
member of the Order of the Arrow. He served as Lifeguard and Counselor 
in Training at Resica Scout Camp. For his Eagle Scout Project, Matthew 
spent several months working with a group of Scouts building 14 Stations 
of the Cross and a bench, completed just in time for St. John’s Catholic 
Church’s 50th anniversary. Matthew is attending Haverford College.  
      Read more at https://www.nccs-bsa.org/images/
pdf/2020/2020_Matthew_Ruiz.pdf 

 

      Ryan Canon, of Millburn, N.J., was awarded a $2,000 scholarship. 
He is a member of St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church in the Archdiocese 
of Newark. When asked why volunteering is important to him, he re-
sponded,” Service to others has helped me find myself in life. I truly enjoy 
the self-gratification of giving thanks to those that have provided me free-
dom, in doing my part by helping build a stronger sense of community and 
helping others that are less fortunate.” He has earned both the Ad Altare 
Dei and the Pope Pius XII religious emblems. 
     Ryan was awarded the BSA National Medal of Merit for his work in 
raising $7,000 in donations for the National Hurricane Relief Effort. In 
addition, he raised $1,500 for New Eyes for the Needy and co-led a suc-
cessful but challenging campaign to have one of his town’s streets re-
named after his Troop’s late Scoutmaster of 36 years. Ryan has been vol-
unteering with Breezy Point Wounded Warriors & Hope for Warriors 
Weekends for more than six years and stepped forward to become the 
Milburn Township Memorial Day Parade Coordinator.  
      Through Scouting, Ryan has served as Junior Assistant Scout Master 
and is a member of the Order of the Arrow. In 2019, he received the New 
York State VFW Eagle Scout of the Year Award and the BSA National 
Medal of Merit. He was named Lodge Chief for the 2020 NOAC. For his 
Eagle Scout project, Ryan led sixty volunteers for six days totaling over 
600 hours of community service to revitalize the Guy R. Bosworth Ameri-
can Legion Post 140 in Milburn, NJ. Ryan says that his project not only 
brought life to an American Legion Hall but…” It empowered me with the 
confidence to independently lead and be impactful in whatever I put my 
mind to doing.”  
Read more about Ryan at https://www.nccs-bsa.org/images/
pdf/2020/2020_Ryan_Cannon.pdf 
 

Scholarships awarded for demonstrated outstanding leadership 
and service in the Church, Community, School, and Scouting.  

Matthew Ruiz  

Ryan Cannon  

https://www.nccs-bsa.org/images/pdf/2020/2020_Ryan_Cannon.pdf
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William Eiden, of Ann Arbor, Mich. was awarded a $2,000 scholarship. He is a 
member of St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in the Diocese of Lansing. When 
asked why volunteering is important to him, William responded, “Service is a 
very large part of my life. Boy Scouting has impacted me significantly…My entire 
life I have been blessed to have mentors to help and guide me in the right direc-
tion. Without these people I would not be the person I am today.” He has earned 
the Light of Christ, Ad Altare Dei and Pope Pius XII religious emblems and the 
International Catholic Awareness Medal. 
     In Scouting, William served as Junior Assistant Scout Master for two years, 
attending National Youth Leadership Training and serving on staff.  He is also 
passionate about conservation and has earned two William T. Hornaday Awards 
for excellence in Soil and Water Conservation leadership and Management in ad-
dition to the National Award for Outdoor Achievement. William is attending 
Michigan State University.  
    
   Read more about William at: bsa.org/images/
pdf/2020/2020_William_Eiden.pdf 
 
     Read more about last year’s first place winner, Ben Rewald at https://
www.nccs-bsa.org/images/pdf/2020/2020_Benjamin_Rawald.pdf   and second 
place winner Thomas Sprecher at https://www.nccs-bsa.org/images/
pdf/2020/2020_Thomas_Sprecher_III.pdf 

2021 scholarship application deadline moved to March 31, 2021.  

     Life has been challenging this past year, even for Scouts. Due to Covid-19 and the challenges of remote Scout-
ing, NCCS has extended the scholarship application deadline to March 31, 2021. If you know a Scout who 
meets the requirements for the Emmett J. Doerr Memorial Scout Scholarship please encourage them to apply. A 
complete list of eligibility requirements and applications can be found online at http://nccs-bsa.org/index.php/
college-scholarship Thank you to all NCCS members and volunteers for helping to make these scholarships pos-
sible.  Check out  the new scholarship– video at  https://youtu.be/taomufvK18Q  

William  Eiden  

https://www.nccs-bsa.org/images/pdf/2020/2020_Thomas_Sprecher_III.pdf
http://nccs-bsa.org/index.php/college-scholarship
http://nccs-bsa.org/index.php/college-scholarship
https://youtu.be/taomufvK18Q
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Did You Know…? 
 By Bob Oldowski 

(NCCS Historian) 

 
     Back 15 years ago, the NCCS contracted with a Boston consulting firm to assist with Long Range Planning and 
to review our organizational set-up.  A couple analysts said they had never seen a dual-leadership arrangement such 
as we have used for decades.   
     What amazed them is that so many of our functions are headed up by unique two-person teams of a lay person 
and a cleric (priest, brother, or deacon).  Our fifteen regional committees each have a regional chair and a regional 
chaplain.  Our dozen standing committees have a chair and an adviser – one of whom is a lay person and the other 
cleric, with either serving as chair and the other as adviser.   
     Why?  We strategically do this because NCCS is a Church organization whose purpose is to promote the pro-
grams of the BSA as a form of Youth Ministry.  We want to encourage parishes and such to form Catholic Scout 
units and Catholic Scouts everywhere to benefit from these NCCS  programs. 
     This dual leadership has strengthened our program offerings and our communications back with Scout councils, 
Church dioceses and local parishes.  It provides many opportunities for the youth and for Scout units to work alone 
or in groups to practice that “A Scout is Reverent”. 

          Wendy Ingham knows how much her son 
loves Jeopardy! 
     The only time Patrick misses an episode is on nights 
when Troop 18 chartered by Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Church in West Grove, Penn. (Chester 
County Council), has a meeting. 
     Patrick is a Geography Bee champion, history buff 
and, in fourth grade, was voted by his classmates as 
“Most Likely to Compete on Jeopardy! and Win.” 
Shortly after Patrick’s Eagle Scout board of review on 
July 9, 2020, Wendy sent letters to several people who 
are important to Patrick asking if they would send a con-
gratulatory note. 
      One of those letters went to Alex Trebek, host of Pat-
rick’s favorite show. Wendy says she followed the advice 
from an online Scouting post when writing the letter, 
which she sent to Trebek at the California studio 
where Jeopardy! is filmed. 
     “I followed exactly what you said to do,” she says. “I 
gave lots of details about Patrick, his project and his time 
in Scouting. I wrote about how much Mr. Trebek has  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 been someone Patrick admired for many years. I also 
included a self-addressed stamped envelope, just in 
case.” 
    On Nov. 21, 13 days after Trebek’s death from 
pancreatic cancer, Wendy received a letter post-
marked from Los Angeles. Inside was an 8-by-10 
photo of Trebek and a handwritten note of congratula-
tions from the Jeopardy! host himself: 
“Congratulations Patrick!” Trebek wrote. “You made 
‘Eagle.’ Way to go.” 
     Given the timing of Wendy’s initial request in July 
and the receipt of the reply from Trebek in Novem-
ber, we know that Trebek wrote the note in the last 
months of his life. 
  “To think that Mr. Trebek took the time to sign this 
photo acknowledging Patrick’s accomplishment 
shortly before his passing, shows Patrick what an in-
credible, thoughtful and caring person Alex Trebek 
was,” Wendy says. “This will be a treasured keepsake 
for the rest of Patrick’s life.” 
(Reprinted from Scouting Wire Alumni  Newsletter) 

 
 

What is  a special Eagle Scout congratulation letter? 

https://blog.scoutingmagazine.org/2012/05/02/how-to-request-congratulatory-letters-for-your-eagle-scout/
https://blog.scoutingmagazine.org/2020/11/18/37-scouting-related-jeopardy-answers-and-questions-in-memory-of-alex-trebek/
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A VOCATIONS REFLECTION  

BY 
Bro. Andrew J. Kosmowski, SM  

 

     In my last article in The Bridge I reflected on how the natural environment can serve as a vehicle for bringing 
Scouts nearer to God. This is one means though, and Scouting has many other ways of fostering deeper relations 
with Jesus. Service is one of these methods, and it is integral to the Scouting program. 
     In Scouts, boys and girls, men and women learn the value of serving others as a means of promoting human 
dignity. This service takes numerous forms; indeed, one can point to the variety of Eagle Scout service projects to 
understand how expansive the promotion of human dignity is. The service our Scouts give is not always as 
planned out as an Eagle Scout service project; some are very situational such as sandbagging to prevent flooding, 
and cleanup after tornadoes and hurricanes, as examples. In these projects, our Scouts seek to relieve the suffering 
of others. 
     After these projects, our Scouts need a moment to focus on the reasons why they help alleviate human pain. As 
Scouters, we are in a place to facilitate these conversations in an appropriate manner. For our Cub Scouts, it is an 
opportunity to see if they can describe how their actions help others. For our Venturers, Sea Scouts, and Scouts, 
these can focus on developing empathy for others. As we form our Scouts in the service projects, we will draw 
some to the priesthood and religious life. 
     Last year, the vocations committee chair and chaplain planned to gain direction from you, letting your ideas 
rise to the top, during the biennial conference. Unfortunately, the biennial meeting was prudently cancelled. We 
had pondered what would make the most sense to gain input from you. We decided a poll with four questions 
would be most helpful for us and easiest for you.    The link is here: https://forms.gle/8Wpaes84JeFusN328.  If 
you receive this link through other means; please complete it only once. 

            Continued from page 1) 

Communal – The dynamic of a 
crew working together and solidar-
ity with other faith-minded youth 
cultivates the value of sacrifice and 
empowers those who might feel 
isolated in their faith experience. 
The Philmont adventure is commu-
nal. “We all made it,” and “We go 
out as a crew and come back as a 
crew,” are the underlying goals for 
every crew. Providing young peo-
ple with a genuine experience of 
being sent out into the world, “two 
by two,” is an essential aspect of 
discipleship and church. Building 
community and forming relation-
ships are integral to the trek experi-
ence. 

Vocational witness – The trek’s 
formal religious programing is en-
hanced by the experience of young 
people literally walking with the 
ordained, consecrated and those in 
formation. These encounters allow 
for personal conversation and a 
trusted dynamic for asking  ques-
tions.  

Sacraments and prayer – Holy 
Mass as a contingent and crew, 
participating in Eucharistic Adora-
tion and the availability of the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation are the 
foundational blocks of the trek’s 
faith component. In addition, pray-
ing the Rosary and the Liturgy of 
the Hours cultivates prayer life 
beyond the trek. A trek experience 
should be built on this foundation.  

Intellectual and personal for-
mation – Throughout the trek ex-
perience, youth participated in or 
listened to presentations on leader-
ship, problem solving, communi-
cation, vocation, forgiveness, con-
version, and theology of the body. 
Some or all these topics should be 
incorporated into a local experi-
ence.  

Covenant – At the beginning of 
the St. George Trek participants 
are introduced to the concept of 
biblical covenant. At the end of the 
trek the participants are called to 
reflect on their experience and de-
velop two covenants, a private one 
between themselves and God and a  

publicly shared one between the 
participants and their home dio-
cese. The personal covenant pro-
vides the young person with a 
“road map” for their conversation 
with God, beyond the trek. The 
communal covenant fosters the 
concept of church and our commit-
ment to missionary discipleship. 

Outline provided to assist in developing local version of  St. George Trek  

https://forms.gle/8Wpaes84JeFusN328

